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Ahead of the June primary election, the Southern California News Group compiled a list of

questions to pose to the candidates who wish to represent you. You can find the full

questionnaire below. Questionnaires may have been edited for spelling, grammar, length

and, in some instances, to remove hate speech and offensive language.

Name: Eric Troutman

Current job title: Attorney

Age: 48

Political party affiliation: No Party Preference

Incumbent: No

Other political positions held: Not a politician

City where you reside: Irvine

Campaign website or social media: TroutmanForAmerica.com

CALIFORNIA PRIMARY ELECTION: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 47 CANDIDATES

• Bill Brough • Christopher J. Gonzales

• Michael Maxsenti • Dave Min

• Hunter Garcia Miranda • Derrick Michael Reid

• Jenny Rae Le Roux • Eric Troutman

Continue exploring our 2026 Primary Election Voter Guide →

From voter ID to war powers and from immigration to tariffs, Congress has tackled

many issues over the past year. What do you, though, see as the top three issues

impacting Californians, and what specifically could you do as a lawmaker to address

these issues? (Please answer in 250 words or less, and keep your response to future

proposals.)

District 47 needs a POWERFUL candidate like Troutman who can make deals. His plan is to

deliver over $1 billion in federal spending to the district in his first two years.

Let’s be real, Trump is punishing California through terrible actions that Dave Min is too weak

to stop. Even Trump supporters know that. This district pays hundreds of millions in federal

taxes and gets pennies in return. That’s nuts!

Only Troutman is strong enough to STOP Trump when he is out of hand but also WORK WITH

Trump when a good deal can be made. The Democrats just fight Trump on everything— he

hates them. The Republicans just obey Trump no matter what—he controls them. Both sides

are weak!

Only Troutman can use LEVERAGE and his PROVEN deal-making abilities to deliver huge wins

for the people of the district—his qualifications are incredible!

Cost of living is also INSANE. Both the Democrats and the Republicans have made it worse.

Best way to bring down the cost of living is to get federal money flowing into this district —

and Troutman knows how to get that done.

The national debt is out of control. Both the Democrats and the Republicans have added

TRILLIONS to the debt. Needs to stop. Troutman is a GREAT business owner — Troutman

Amin, LLP is very successful — and knows how to keep spending down. Smart business

leadership.

Plus, Troutman can stop robocalls, bring down taxes, protect small businesses, and maybe

even bring back the Pac-12!

Speaking of voter ID, the president has implored Congress to approve legislation that

would require people to show proof of citizenship in order to vote. What role do you

believe the federal government plays in telling states how to conduct their own

elections, as dictated by the U.S. Constitution? (Please answer in 250 words or less.)

Trump is wasting everyone’s time with this. The Constitution puts elections in the hands of the

state. Any law Congress passes will be struck down by the Supreme Court — waste of money!

Even the Republicans know this, which is why they are fighting him on it.

Waste of money!!

Maybe we should discuss a constitutional amendment. Not sure. Worth discussing. But until

that happens, Congress shouldn’t be wasting taxpayer money on this.

We need secure elections — but for now, that starts in Sacramento.

What, in your opinion, should the federal government focus on when it comes to

immigration policy? For example, do you place a priority on border security, visas for

high-skilled workers, refuge for asylum seekers, etc., and why? (Please answer in 250

words or less.)

We need a deal on immigration. Period.

Let the good guys in — we WANT the best of the best from all over the world! That’s what

makes us the greatest nation!!

Get the bad guys out — insane we’d let criminals into our nation without vetting them, and

insane we let criminals STAY in our nation!

But whatever we do on immigration, we need to protect the CITIZENS of this country and

OUR RIGHTS!

Trump has gone TOO FAR in having militarized ICE agents in OUR STREETS IN MASKS.

NO!

This is America.

We don’t live like that.

We need to get the millions of illegal aliens out of our nation — but also the militarized ICE

agents off the street. Troutman can do it!

Dave Min is too weak to stop it. The Republicans will only make it worse.

Troutman is the answer for sound immigration policy and TOUGH but FAIR enforcement. He

can make a good deal!

It’s been over a year since Gov. Gavin Newsom asked the federal government for

supplemental disaster aid to help Southern California communities rebuild after the

devastating Palisades and Eaton wildfires, but neither President Donald Trump nor

Congress has acted. What would you do to push for the funding, besides writing letters

to the Trump administration or the leaders of Congress? (Please answer in 250 words or

less.)

Trump is withholding federal disaster relief because he does not respect the weak Democratic

leaders in California. So he pushes them around. He steamrolls them. And they don’t know

how to deal with it.

Troutman makes billion-dollar deals all the time. He deals with the toughest and smartest

lawyers in the world. TRUE SHARKS that make Donald Trump look like a weakling.

Trump won’t be able to push around Troutman the way he pushes around the Democrats.

Plus, Trump will know Troutman can make a good deal and use leverage. Troutman is a

famous attorney, and Trump will respect him and want to make a deal with him.

Since Troutman is independent, he can EASILY work with Trump directly in a way that will

bring lots of money into California and particularly District 47.

The Democrats cannot do that — they just fight Trump more and more and make him

angrier!

The Republicans cannot do that — they just obey Trump, so he doesn’t have to give them

anything!

Only Troutman knows how to make a great deal to get BILLIONS for California and District 47.

He is the ONLY person qualified to make these sorts of deals. A vote for anyone else is a vote

to BURN YOUR MONEY.

Do you support a ban or restriction on congressional lawmakers and their families from

buying or selling individual stocks? Why or why not? And what would you propose to

ensure lawmakers aren’t using their positions to engage in insider trading? (Please

answer in 250 words or less.)

Troutman will sell all of his stocks and give the money away before he takes office and will

never buy another stock so long as he is in Congress. Not owning stocks is a tiny price to pay

to represent the people. Shouldn’t even be a big deal.

Do you support stronger regulations on pollution and carbon emissions? If so, how

would you ensure those regulations aren’t overly burdensome on small businesses or

lower-income families? And if not, how do you propose lawmakers protect the

environment and curtail the impacts of climate change? (Please answer in 250 words or

less.)

Troutman supports the PEOPLE and will get done whatever the people in his district want to

see accomplished.

If the people of the district want more restrictions, healthier kids and fresher air — it shall be

so!

If the people of the district want more freedom for business, a stronger economy and a few

smoggier days — Troutman will get it done!

The Constitution says the representative serves the people — not himself. So Troutman will

do whatever the people want on this issue, and Troutman will be happy to facilitate debate

and discussion so the PEOPLE can make a good decision on this!

President Donald Trump has significantly increased spending for the U.S. Department of

Defense. Would you, as a member of Congress, approve additional dollars for the

military if the president were to ask for more funding? How would you ensure that any

military spending does not end up putting the American people or national security in

harm’s way? (Please answer in 250 words or less.)

War isn’t a game.

It’s not about bragging or bravado.

Troutman will never support a war he is not personally willing to fight in. If you see Troutman

support a war, you will see him signing up for the military the next day.

If it is an important enough cause to send others to die for it, then Troutman is willing to die

for it too. Otherwise, we shouldn’t be doing it.

The Democrats and Republicans have been far too weak to give OUR MONEY to Trump

without assuring he would use the money responsibly.

Now look where we are.

How could the Democrats and Republicans give SO MUCH MONEY to Trump without having

him EXPLAIN what he would use it for?

Now he attacks Iran, and everyone is SURPRISED.

How is that possible?

These people — ALL OF THEM — have failed you.

Just insane that the Democrats and Republicans take so much of YOUR money for military

spending that goes NOWHERE.

Need smart people like Troutman in there making sure money is spent WISELY OR NOT AT

ALL!

Voting for Troutman means focusing only on wars that are NECESSARY and NO MONEY FOR

MILITARY EXPANSION WITHOUT AN EXPLANATION.

Under what specific circumstances do you believe the U.S. should engage in a war?

(Please answer in 250 words or less.)

No man can say what another man should die for.

Just know that Troutman will never support a war he is not personally willing to fight and die

in. He loves his country. He would die for it. But not for a foolish cause.

Nothing more needs to be said on the subject.

Do you believe a president should seek congressional approval before engaging in

military action overseas? Why, or why not? (Please answer in 250 words or less.)

The Constitution makes the president the commander-in-chief of the military.

The Constitution gives Congress the power to declare war.

Congress delegated some of that power to the president in the War Powers Act — so the

president may now make war for up to 90 days without consulting Congress.

Might be unconstitutional as a violation of constitutional separation of powers — but that has

never been tested. Until that law is revoked, it is the law.

One day, when I am president, I will assure Americans that there will be no wars unless I am

willing to fight and die in that war. Seems that all presidents should follow that rule.

For now, however, nothing requires the President to account to Congress before engaging in

military action overseas. We just have to live with it until we get enough INTELLIGENT people

into Congress to take back that power. Not a matter of opinion. Just how it is.

Congress, in theory, is supposed to serve as a check on the president through

budgetary, legislative and oversight powers. Do you believe Congress has fulfilled that

obligation during the past two administrations, with one being a Democrat and the

other a Republican? Why or why not? (Please answer in 250 words or less.)

Of course not.

Our founders would be HORRIFIED if they saw how powerful the presidency has become —

and the political parties (both of them) are to blame.

They imagined a Republic where the branches of government OPPOSED EACH OTHER. But

the political parties have DESTROYED that balance.

The parties conspire to try to control all three branches of the government to serve only their

members.

When the Republicans control everything, they make the power of the president — Trump —

nearly limitless. He can spend TRILLIONS without accountability. Deploy military ICE agents

into our streets without consequence.

When Democrats control everything, it’s the same. They gave Biden enormous power, and he

used it to take away so many freedoms and spend SO MUCH MONEY for no reason. And he

let millions of illegals into the nation!

THIS IS NOT WHAT THE FRAMERS WANTED.

They wanted a nation of INDEPENDENT thinkers, and the system was DESIGNED for that. The

political parties have destroyed the system from the inside. They CONSPIRE to control the

entire government and use it to attack each other and harm the people.

The Democrats do nothing but fight Trump. The Republicans do nothing but serve him.

Neither side represents the PEOPLE.

Troutman represents the future — NO PARTY PREFERENCE!

We literally PREFER there to be no parties! That way, Congress WILL check the President and

keep him in line!

Governments around the world are increasingly considering an age ban or other

restrictions on social media use among young people, citing mental health and other

concerns. Should Congress adopt such restrictions? If so, what specific restrictions do

you propose? (Please answer in 250 words or less.)

Troutman banned his kids from even looking at a screen — any screen — until they were 8

years old. They are in junior high now and do not have phones of any kind.

These are straight-A students who excel in sports and performing arts as well.

But these are choices Troutman’s family made. Not the government.

The government needs to stay out of the lives of American citizens. It should never play

parent. It should never dictate how families organize themselves or behave. It should not

make choices for a parent.

Troutman believes STRONGLY social media, GenAI, and other brain-rotting technologies are

dangerous and destructive to human development — but that is for parents to understand

and enforce, not for the government to dictate and control.

These things always start off innocently enough — governments always take control through

small steps and incursions that seem like a good idea at first. But you can never take back the

powers you give away. Freedoms, once lost, are gone forever.

And the new and ever-expanding growth of technology provides vast fields for future

regulation and control by the government of our thoughts and viewpoints based on the

precedent we allowed it to set by “protecting” our children. This, truly, is the graveyard of

democracy.

Statistically, violent crime rates in California are on the decline, yet residents still don’t

feel safe or at ease in their communities. How do you see your role in Congress in

addressing the underlying issues that make Californians feel unsafe in their own

neighborhoods? (Please answer in 250 words or less.)

People are made to feel afraid by politicians and the political parties who want to CONTROL

PEOPLE through FEAR and ANGER.

They want to tell you that you are in danger — so you will turn to them for protection.

They tell you someone else wants to hurt you — and only they can save you.

They lie to you.

So you will serve them.

Troutman will tell you the truth.

We live in one of the safest places in the world. Troutman almost never locks his door —

there’s no reason to. The people are not to be feared. They are to be loved.

Turn off the social media.

Turn off the nightly news.

Stop being told how scary the world is.

And look outside with your own fresh, new eyes.

See for yourself.

The REAL danger is the political parties trying to control you through fear and anger.

Tearing our nation apart.

Fear the Democrats.

Fear the Republicans.

Don’t fear each other.

There are term limits to serve in the California Legislature, but none to serve in

Congress. Would you advocate for term limits for House members? Why or why not? If

you support term limits, how many years maximum should a House member be allowed

to serve? (Please answer in 250 words or less.)

We need real winners in office.

I hope I inspire other INCREDIBLE WINNERS to run for office as I am.

I hope I get beaten in the future by someone who is, somehow, even better than I am.

Somebody who never would have run because they thought politics was dumb. But then they

saw me and thought– if the Czar is willing to lay it all on the line for the country, then so will I!

I hope things get better and better and smarter and smarter people run for office and

replace each other.

I hope it is a cycle that never ends so that people never get the chance to stay in office

beyond just a few years because somebody better keeps coming along to serve the people!

Can’t imagine why anyone would feel differently.

Regardless, I will serve no more than two terms. Four years total.

If I can’t get everything I want to accomplish done in four years, then I have failed, and this

isn’t for me.

What’s a hidden talent you have? (Please answer in 250 words or less.)

I always know the truth.
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