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Ahead of the June primary election, the Southern California
News Group compiled a list of questions to pose to the
candidates who wish to represent you. You can find the full
questionnaire below. Questionnaires may have been edited
for spelling, grammar, length and, in some instances, to
remove hate speech and offensive language.

Name: Rob Bonta
Current job title: California Attorney General

Age: 54

Political party affiliation:

Incumbent: Yes
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Other political positions held: Alameda City Council (2010-
2012); California State Assembly District 18 (2012-2021);
California Attorney General (2021-present)

City where you reside: Alameda

Campaign website or social media: robbonta.com

The state of California sued President Donald Trump’s
administration more than 120 times during his first
term. Since Trump's return to the Oval Office, the state
has filed more than 50 lawsuits. As attorney general, do
you intend to be more or less aggressive in challenging
the president or his administration? How would you
decide when it's appropriate for the state to challenge
federal authority? (Please answer in 250 words or less.)

As attorney general, my commitment is simple: enforce the
law, defend Californians and follow the facts wherever they
lead — regardless of who's on the other side.
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I didn't become a public servant to score political points. I
chose this job because Californians deserve someone in
their corner — someone who will hold the powerful
accountable when they cause harm. That's what this office is
for, and that's what I've spent my career doing.

The question of when to challenge federal authority is a
legal consideration, not a political one. When the federal
government acts outside its authority and Californians are
harmed as a result, the attorney general has an obligation to
act. The same standard applies to corporations, bad actors
and anyone else who thinks the law doesn't apply to them.

What guides me is not how aggressive to be — it's whether
the law has been violated. When the answer is yes, I will act.
When the answer is no, I won't. The Office of the Attorney
General is a public trust, and I intend to honor that trust the
way I always have — by showing up and doing the work for
the people of California.

In the last year alone, the president has overstepped the
boundaries of federal authority 65 times. My office has
answered each one with a lawsuit. If this administration’s
pattern of defying our laws continues, we will be on our way
to exceeding the number of lawsuits California filed during
his first term.

What do you see as the biggest legal challenge facing
California at this moment, and how would you, as
attorney general, address it? (Please answer in 250
words or less.)

The biggest legal challenge facing California right now sits in
the Oval Office.

The Trump administration has shown, repeatedly and
without apology, that it is willing to overstep the boundaries
of federal authority — stripping funding from our schools,
threatening reproductive rights, undermining
environmental protections and using the power of the
federal government as a weapon against states that refuse
to fall in line.



In the last year alone, my office has filed 65 lawsuits against
this administration, prevailing approximately 80% of the
time. We have protected more than $200 billion in funding
for California. We have defended constitutional rights,
including birthright citizenship and the right to vote. We
blocked illegal immigration enforcement conditions on
public safety grants, stopped the administration from
weaponizing Californians’ private data, won at the U.S.
Supreme Court to remove illegally deployed National Guard
troops from California streets and struck down Trump's
global tariffs that raised costs for California families.

As long as this administration continues to defy the law, this
office will be there to answer it.

In 2024, voters approved Proposition 36 to increase
penalties for certain drug and retail theft crimes and
make available a drug treatment option for some who
plead guilty to felony drug possession. How would you,
as attorney general, support the implementation of
Proposition 36? Would you ask the legislature to allocate
more funding for behavioral health treatments? And
how would you ensure that money is used properly?
(Please answer in 250 words or less.)

Proposition 36 passed because it reflected a frustration that
many Californians have, including me, about crime. It's my
hope that it is being used with discretion, as a tool and to
provide treatment for addiction instead of incarceration for
addiction. People continue to believe that if you commit a
crime, your accountability and punishment should be
proportional to your actions. You shouldn’'t get the death
penalty for stealing a candy bar. This truth remains, and the
people of California are demanding answers to fentanyl and
organized crime. They need actions and solutions, and to
voters, Proposition 36 was the answer.



Right now, Proposition 36 is still relatively new, and we need
to see the full impact of it and then respond accordingly.

The legislature has been very active in the past few years on
criminal justice reform legislation. I think everyone in the
criminal justice community is taking a beat to see how these
measures play out before engaging in new rounds of
reforms. It's a work in progress — we should constantly be
working to see if we can improve our criminal justice system.
We always need to be on the lookout for ways to keep up
with necessary changes.

How would you ensure the office of attorney general
stays independent from political pressure, whether
that's from within the state or the federal government?
(Please answer in 250 words or less.)

My commitment as the California attorney general to
independence is clear in my track record.

My loyalty is to the people of California. Not to any party, any
administration or any political ally. The way I stay
independent from political pressure is simple: I follow the
law, and I go where the harm is. That standard doesn’t bend
for anyone.

Under my leadership, the state Department of Justice has:

- Taken on gun violence: Working in the field to remove
firearms from people no longer legally allowed to possess
them, defending age-based purchasing restrictions and
tackling the proliferation of ghost guns in our communities.

- Dismantled organized criminal networks trafficking in
narcotics, weapons and human beings — in every corner of
the state.

- Held corporate giants accountable by suing Amazon,
Apple, LiveNation, RealPage and others for anti-competitive
practices that cost Californians money.

- Secured billions in opioid settlements from Publicis Health
and Kroger for their role in fueling a widespread addiction
crisis.



- Challenged the federal government when it broke the law
and threatened Californians’ safety.

I don't pick political winners and losers. I rack up wins for the
people of California. When a corporation breaks the law, I
act. When the federal government oversteps, I act. When
bad actors threaten our communities, I act.

My record is proof of independence, and I intend to keep
building on it.

Do you believe the attorney general’s office should take
a stronger role in enforcing housing and homelessness
laws in cities that resist development or shy away from
anti-camping ordinances? (Please answer in 250 words or
less.)

Local governments have the right to set rules around
housing and homelessness. But that local authority has a
ceiling: state law. My job is to make sure no city or county
operates outside of it.

My record speaks for itself. I created a Housing Justice Team
specifically to enforce state housing law against local
governments that refuse to do their part, leading cities to
plan for more than 40,000 new units of housing. When
Huntington Beach banned the processing of Senate Bill 9
and ADU applications in defiance of state law, we sued —
and won. We secured a court order requiring the city to
adopt a compliant housing element within 120 days. We
reached a settlement with the city of Norwalk to repeal its
unlawful ban on new housing for vulnerable residents and
create a trust fund for the development of affordable
housing. We will do it again wherever the law demands it.

Housing affordability and homelessness are two sides of the
same coin. When cities block new housing, they drive up
costs, push working families to the financial edge and put
more people on the streets. That's a harm to Californians,
and it's my job to pursue accountability and address the
problem.



California continues to face a housing shortage and
affordability crisis. The legislature has passed laws to
address it and ensure the housing production we need —
laws that aren’t optional. I'm here to ensure our laws are
followed and to enforce them when they're not.

What do you see as the attorney general’s role in
regulating artificial intelligence? (Please answer in 250
words or less.)

This isn't the Wild West; we're not starting from scratch.
California has a strong legal foundation, laws that apply to
artificial intelligence that we can use now and continue to
build on — basic consumer protection laws, antitrust laws,
data security and privacy laws, civil rights laws and criminal
laws. We also have new laws about guarding against
catastrophic risk and non-consensual sexual images.

We want innovation, we just also expect it to play by the
rules. Al is a transformative technology — I believe we can
harness AI's power, build an Al economy, and use this
technology for good while protecting our children, workers
and society. The first step is establishing rules of the road:
Do not hurt children, prevent pernicious uses of the
technology, guard against catastrophic risk, take
responsibility for what you build, ensure transparency and
accountability.

My office has already acted where the law permits. We
launched an investigation and issued a cease and desist
letter to XAl after numerous reports that Grok was being
used to create images of people, especially women and girls,
in sexually explicit scenarios or undressed without their
knowledge or consent. We also investigated the
recapitalization of OpenAl, and after our investigation, my
office entered into an MOU with OpenAl to resolve our
investigation of the charitable trusts transaction.

The legislature sets the rules; I enforce them. And I will push
to ensure those rules are built to protect the people Al
affects the most.



In your opinion, has California been aggressive enough
in pursuing climate litigation? Why or why not? And
similarly, what legal strategies would you like to deploy,
as attorney general, in ensuring corporations are held
accountable for climate impacts? (Please answer in 250
words or less.)

California leads the nation on climate accountability — and
under my watch, we have pushed that leadership further
than ever before. But the work is far from over as the
climate crisis continues to accelerate, and some of the most
powerful corporations in the world spent decades lying
about their role in causing it.

The legal strategy is straightforward: follow the harm, follow
the deception, and hold the responsible parties accountable.

That's exactly what I've done. I sued five of the largest oil
companies and the American Petroleum Institute for a
decades-long campaign of deception about the climate
crisis. I filed a landmark case against ExxonMobil for
knowingly misleading Californians about single-use plastic
recycling. And we're taking a stand against the Trump
administration’s attempt to roll back our climate progress
and gut environmental protections.

The legal tools available to this office are powerful:
consumer protection law, public nuisance doctrine,
environmental justice enforcement and the ability to
intervene when the federal government abandons lawful
and necessary environmental standards. I will use all of
them.

Shortly after I became attorney general, I also expanded the
Department of Justice’s Bureau of Environmental Justice —
the first of its kind in the nation — because the communities
bearing the worst of corporate pollution are too often the
ones with the least power to fight back. That changes when
the attorney general is in their corner.

The work isn't finished, and it won't be until polluters that
harm Californians are held to account.



When the law leaves room for interpretation, what
guiding principles shape your thinking about how to
enforce a law? (Please answer in 250 words or less.)

When there is room for interpretation, what guides me is a
set of principles I've held from the beginning of my career as
a public attorney.

First: I look closely at the language of the relevant law or
statute, the intent of the legislators who wrote it and the
problem it was designed to solve. Legislators form the
policy; my job is to ensure it is carried out. I apply common
sense and practicality to that task, without imposing my own
viewpoint on what the law should say. Our office follows
what the law actually says, and what its authors meant by it.

Second: Who is being harmed, and how badly? A worker
cheated out of their wages. A community breathing air
poisoned by a corporate polluter who knew better. The
purpose of most laws is to protect people. This common-
sense, practical approach to understanding that human
impact helps me apply the law the way it was intended.

Third: Does the interpretation hold up in court? My job is to
win for the people I serve — and that requires rigorous,
defensible legal reasoning, not just righteous intention.

Finally: Am I being consistent? The law applies equally and
uniformly — to corporations, to municipalities, to the federal
government. Selective enforcement is unjust, and it's
nothing more than politics by another name.

If you had the ability to unilaterally change one state
law, what would it be? How do you believe that would
improve justice or the lives of Californians? (Please
answer in 250 words or less.)

If I could change one thing, I'd rewrite the laws and
regulations standing in the way of building more housing in
California.



We are the fourth largest economy in the world — and too
many of the people who power that economy can barely
afford a place to live. Working families priced out of the
communities they built. Renters living one increase away
from losing everything. And too many of our neighbors have
no door to lock behind them at night, no foundation upon
which to build a life.

The tension between our need for more housing and our
desire to preserve what makes our communities special is
real — I don't dismiss it. But we have allowed that tension to
calcify policies that simply don't work for a state of 39 million
people.

Given a‘magic wand,’ I would make it easier to build near
existing and planned transit corridors, cut through
regulatory barriers that drive up construction costs,
streamline approvals, and make California a place where
developers want to invest - with the firm requirement that
their workers are paid a fair, living wage.

The legislature has done important work here, but the scale
of this crisis demands more. Housing policy is public safety
policy. It's public health policy. It's policy that determines
whether California remains a place where anyone — not just
the wealthy — can build a life and call it home.

How do you think taxpayers could better understand the
work of this office? (Please answer in 250 words or less.)

Most Californians don't think about the attorney general’s
office until they need it. That's how it should work — but it
also means the work we do every day on behalf of 39 million
people often goes unseen.

So here’s the simplest way to put it: When you pay taxes that
fund this office, you are paying for a team that works for
you. Not for corporations, not for political interests. For YOU.



You're paying for a team that watches what the powerful are
doing — and steps in when they cross the line. When an oil
company lies about its role in the climate crisis, we sue.
When a pharmaceutical company fuels an opioid epidemic,
we hold them accountable and recover money for the
communities they harmed. When a landlord, an employer or
a corporation breaks the law at the expense of working
people, we act.

You're paying for protection you may never know you
needed. The price gouging that didn’t happen after a
disaster because we made the consequences clear. The data
privacy violation stopped before it reached you. The housing
that got built because we forced a city to follow the law.

And when the federal government oversteps — threatening
our rights or vital funding for California schools or public
safety — you're paying for a team that takes that fight to
court.

That's what this office is — 39 million Californians, one
attorney general and one mission: enforce the law, protect
the people and answer to no one else.

What's a hidden talent you have? (Please answer in 250
words or less.)

Most people know I played soccer — it's hard to hide when
you're the proud father of a professional soccer player in
Brazil.

My lesser-known athletic resume includes a shockingly
strong bowling game and a pretty mean kayaking stroke. As
a father to three incredibly bright and talented children —
each drawn to sports, from soccer to baseball and lacrosse
— athletics is one of the ways I've bonded with them over
the years.

I understand the challenge so many Californians face of
finding time in a busy schedule to connect with the people
they love, but weekend sports have been a family sanctuary
for me. It keeps me close to my kids and keeps my mind
sharp at work.
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